           Service and Outreach Meeting 23rd September 2009 
Present: Margaret Gibson, Ruth Robinson, Kath Smithies, Sue Greenwood, and Dorothy Pearson

Apologies for Absence: none

Opening Worship Led by Rev. Sue Greenwood

Review of Activities:
a) Cleveland Show  - Churches Together organised - there were 3 religious stands at the show  giving a good representation of the different faiths and what they could offer to their communities. Our stand gave out “free” tea, juice and water and there were questions about why it was free. People could not believe it.  Even the dogs got free drinks. The Buzz Stop bus was a great attraction and we also used the Churches Together banner for the first time.
b) Holiday Club – Numbers attending was disappointing but the ones that came enjoyed it.  There was a question over timing – once on holiday from school there was no means of contact. Lingfield School would not allow leaflets to be handed out.  Suggestions for another year - the first week of holidays.  Easter-wise do even a day as Treasure hunt was. NOTE Sue will be on 3 months sabbatical from Easter Monday.
c) Holiday at Home – It was Brilliant. Gave us things to learn from. This group should not be frightened to make suggestions.  The length of all week was a bit too much for some and it was suggested that next year do it as 3 days in April and 3 days in August and even do Monday/Wednesday/ Friday. There were some issues over the amount of food although all who attended on the Wednesday went home with a little bag of goodies for their supper. 30 people attended over the week some for all six days and others for one/ two/ or three days. We had a request for an outing near Christmas. Photographs were taken during the week.
Matters Arising:

With Churches Together it was decided to invite wider and not just church connected.

Scouts are parading for Harvest Festival. Gifts to include tinned food, pasta and dried goods. Bob the scout leader has had heart problems and is hoping to have someone to take over. They normally meet on the first Sunday of the month but in November will meet on the 2nd Sunday. Normal service will meet at 9.30am. Refreshments available,  prior to mustering in the car park to parade to Remembrance Garden. 

Churches Together Christmas Fair is to be held on 1st December 10 – 12md at Nunthorpe Methodist church. Marton Methodist will man the cake stall as usual with St. Andrew’s URC.  Names of charities were required for nominations for the Christmas Fair proceeds.  Dorothy Pearson suggested a charity for the training of Christian Palestinians in Bethlehem.

1.   Bethlehem Bible College                         UK Contact  - Bethlehem BIBLE College

       PO Box17166                                             c/o The Hope Christian Trust

      Jerusalem 91190                                        Rev. John & Janet Angle Bethany
       Israel                                                           14 Farthing Combe

                                                                            Axbridge, Somerset BS26 2DR

2. Teesside Hospice

Christmas

Sue’s suggestion: -

Nunthorpe joint service – suitable time for all 10am

Christmas Eve: ? John Hinton

Christmas Day – Sue 9.30 / 10am Times to be discussed at another meeting

Christingle – support decreased.  Has not been on a Sunday in the last few years.

Possibility – a Friday and invite all –(Kids club and schools +church congregation)   -before break up for holiday perhaps Friday 18th December 6pm at Marton

Make Christingles – Christingle workshop. Involving the people together

Ie 1/2hr making Christingles followed by 1/2hr service – refreshments to finish (tea./ biscuits)
25th November trip for holiday at home

A.O.B.

 The Press and The Church of England – had a back to Church - Sunday 27th September.   We missed the boat this year, but will be No.1 on Agenda next time

Design invitations: use Cradle Roll, Weddings

Make invitations – enough for each person to give 3 invites

The name of person giving the invite to be put onto the back.

Date of next meeting – 2nd December 6.30pm

