Worship and Learning Group Tuesday 18th January 2011 
Present: Julie Thomas, John Hinton,  Dorothy Pearson, Dorothy Hudson,  Apologies : mike ellis and Rev Sue Greenwood
Christmas Ring Ceremony

It was felt that this had been well received along with reflections on Peace, Hope and Love rather than the traditional Advent. The Advent themed services had also gone well.
Recap on A Christian Response to---
John has contacted the Wesley Centre at Durham and The Lindisfarne Group Theology Centre as a possible way forward for this idea. A response from the Lindisfarne group has suggested a person to contact. This has been done and we await the reply. 

Eco Congregation
The 2 year review is due and the relevant committees have been sent their actions to consider the current position.
This group considered Worship with reference to Creation. We think we still fulfill this criteria. See below for our review. We have a service planned to focus on the environment. The Harvest Service is a possibility to focus on this too.

A speaker has been invited to Thursday Night Together Group to explore the environmenmtal issues surrounding a proposed new potash mine at Boulby

Theology- our response is linked to the Website which needs refreshing. We had been waiting for a Circuit Response but have decided to go ahead.
LENT 
It was decided that John would take a Lent group on Sundays after church services providing there was enough interest. The Church and house groups are following the York Course.
Further Ideas

It was felt that it may be a good idea for people to express possible ideas or opportunitues for worship after a service because not everyone may be comfortable coming to a meeting. Therefore John will advertise the opportunity to stay and chat the Sunday before the next meeting in April. Old regulars will also be emailed to encourage attendance.
Actions
· John to make a circulation list so that the ecomagazine may be circulated electronically

· John to advertise Lent Group in notices and purchase books accordingly. The first meeting will be 26th Feb if interest is expressed

· Julie to email Sue to explain that we did not discuss Lentern Liturgies

· Julie to email regulars to invite to next meeting and to ask them to bring a friend

· John to advertise a “Stay and Chat” opportunity after the service on the 22nd April

Next Meeting 24th April

UPDATED FEBRUARY 2012

Eco Congregation Checklist Items for W&L Group
Greyed out items are already being addressed or are not relevant

Other items are worthy of reflection, are we doing it at all or as much as possible ?

Priority 1: Could/Should do in short term

Priority 2: Could/Should do in medium term

Priority 3: Not the most important thing to address in short to medium term

	Item
	Owner
	Response
	priority

	Worship



	How regularly during the year are environmental concerns included in worship? 
	W&L
	With respect to all of these it is fair to say that they are very often featured in worship. In addition

· A special service focussing on the theme of the environment was taken across the circuit in 2010/2011

· Harvest festival in Oct 2010 featured a specific section on the cost to the environment of the food we throw out.

Planned for 2012

· Environmental responsibilities will be central theme in service in Feb 2012 (Dorothy Pearson)

· Will consider working with scouts to weave “eco issues” into Harvest Festival 2012
	1

(but already cmpleted some initiatives (in bold) and planning others (in red)

	How well does your Church’s prayer life reflect on praise/concern about creation? 
	W&L
	
	

	Does your Church connect with God’s gift of creation through worship? 
	W&L
	
	

	Does your Church sing hymns or songs that celebrate the wonder of creation and express the calling to care for the environment?
	It is felt that we draw on the wide range of hymns available to the best of our ability, but there are not too many specifically “calling to care for the environment”

	Theology



	Does your church have access to Christian environmental 

resources ? 
	W&L
	· On our church WEBsite we have included a section on our  “eco-congregation” We have included links other Websites and hence to resources.

· We have set up an “Eco Congregation” notice board and put appropriate literature on it 

Planned for 2012

· To create an e-mail circulation list of all church members who have accounts and circulate info’ directly


	1

(but already completed some initiatives (in bold) and planning others (in red)



	Does your church participate in or organise study/exploration events that include environmental issues?
	W&L
	· Linked to One Word Week in 2010 we showed the video from the BBC drama with Pete Postlethwaite after church and shared food with a “one world” theme

· We held a bookclub on “Cherishing the earth”
	

	Does your church include creation/environmental issues in its teaching or preaching programme? 
	W&L
	See comments under worship regarding the special service focussing on the theme of the environment
	

	Children’s work : do your children’s programme (infant and primary age) includes environmental issues and the potential for developing this ministry?



	Junior Church/Sunday School
	W&L
	At this point in time we do not have a big junior church/Sunday school at the moment

Planned for 2012

However, we now have links with the local Scouts group and:
· Will explore with them ideas how we can work together on “Eco projects/themes” – for example their involvement in the Harvest Festival in 2012


	1

	All-age and Adult education



	Undertake an environmental Bible study
	W&L
	Could consider this at some point BUT

· We normally follow the “York” Lent study courses

· We did have a book club as detailed above
	3

	Invite a speaker on environmental issues
	W&L
	Planned for 2012

· We plan to invite Peter (from Eco congregation, based at Danby) to come to our mid week group to give a talk on an environment issue.
	1

	Organise/participate in a creation-care Lent group
	W&L
	Could consider in the future
	3


